
1013Administration of George W. Bush, 2001 / July 5

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:30 a.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Thomas J. Pickard, Acting Director,
Federal Bureau of Investigation. The transcript
released by the Office of the Press Secretary also
included the remarks of Director-designate
Mueller.

Remarks on Departure for
Kennebunkport, Maine, and an
Exchange With Reporters
July 5, 2001

Education Reform Legislation
The President. Thank you very much.

Looking forward to spending the weekend
with my family. I know Congress is spending
weekends with their families, as well. And
when they come back, there’s going to be
a lot of work to do. And there’s nothing more
important than getting the education bill to
my desk.

I urge Congress to come back to work hard
to reconciling differences that may exist be-
tween the House and the Senate bill and to
get a bill to my desk quickly. It’s important
to do so. All you’ve got to do is ask the Gov-
ernors and superintendents and local officials
standing behind me.

These good folks have come to Wash-
ington to urge me to urge Congress to get
the people’s business done, because they’ve
got plans to make for the public school-
children of America.

Behind me are three Governors and super-
intendents from around the country, edu-
cation leaders who know full well what is re-
quired to plan an education year. And if the
rules are to be changed—and I hope they
are in a constructive way—Congress must act
quickly so people at the local level can plan.

Our bill out of the House and the Senate
passed with large majorities and bipartisan
support. There’s no reason to delay. The Sec-
retary of Education joins me in urging the
Congress to act. And I’m confident if the will
is there, we can resolve any differences and
get the bill to my desk.

This is a good bill. It’s a good piece of
legislation because it aligns authority and re-
sponsibility at the local level, because it be-
lieves in setting high standards. It challenges
the soft bigotry of low expectations, and its
cornerstone is strong accountability measures
so that we can make sure not one single child
gets left behind in America.

So I wish the Members of Congress a great
weekend, but I remind them the people’s
work’s ahead.

Thank you all for coming.

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Q. Mr. President, do you feel there needs

to be a change in the culture at the FBI?
The President. Have a great weekend.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:45 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House.

Statement on the Church of God in
Christ’s Endorsement of the Faith-
Based and Community Initiative
July 5, 2001

I am pleased to receive the Church of God
in Christ’s strong endorsement of my Faith-
Based and Community Initiative. The
Church of God in Christ’s support is even
greater evidence that people dedicated to
serving their communities and neighbors are
fully supportive of my plan. This influential
organization joins groups including the
Roman Catholic Bishops, Salvation Army,
Prison Fellowship, and AMEN, our Nation’s
largest Latino community serving ministries
network, in supporting this important initia-
tive.

NOTE: The statement released by the Office of
the Press Secretary noted that the Church of God
in Christ is the Nation’s second largest historically
black congregation, with 5 million members and
16,000 churches nationwide. The Office of the
Press Secretary also made available the letter of
endorsement from Presiding Bishop G.E. Patter-
son, Church of God in Christ.


